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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


WHOM SHALL WE SELECT AS SPONSORS FOR OUR CHILDREN? 


Should any others than the pious be sponsors? In answering this 
question, we may regard it now, not as expressing the doubts se- 
riously entertained by some. of the Clergy whether they can, with 
a clear conscience, as acting in Christ’s stead, admit any others 
than communicants to this sacred trust. But we suppose the inquiry to 
come from the conscientious members of our Church, in view of their 
responsibilities, either in the selection of fitting sponsorship for their 
own children, or in deciding whether they shall consent to assume that 
office in behalf of the children of their friends. 

Neither do we mean to concur in the opinion, which would so con- 
nect the efficacy of this sacrament with the piety of those who bring the 
child to baptism, as to render it doubtful whether any spiritual influ- 
ence results where no prayer of faith is offered either by parent or 
sponsor. For however fearful be the guilt of those who draw near thus 
irreverently, we may not believe that their fault will “ make the promise 
of God of none effect,” by drying up the dew of grace ere it distil into 
the infant soul. Neither may we forget that in “the communion of 
Saints,” present and absent, many an “ effectual, fervent prayer’’ is offer- 
ed continually, which will doubtless avail much in the behalf of every 
one of whatever age, newly or long ago received ‘into covenant with God. 

But for the right solution of the single question at the head of our 
page, we know of no safer way than to turn at once to a standard, re- 
cognized not only as of scriptural purity by every member of our com-. 
munion, but dear peculiarly to all who, with true devotion, have stood 
either as natural or spiritual parents at the baptismal font. Let us go 
to the exquisite service provided by our Church for the sacrament of the 
new birth—with the sequel to it furnished in our Catechism. 

And what do we there Jearn is the condition of our little ones before 
and after they are received into the ark of Christ’s Church? ‘ Born in 
sin,’ and the “children of wrath,” they are, as we are taught, “ hereby 
made the children of grace.’ From being under sentence of condem- 
nation, in bondage to Satan, and in peril of death not only temporal, but 
eiernal, they may thus be “delivered from God’s wrath,” “ released 
from sin,” “ born anew,” “ sanctified with the Holy Ghost,” “ made 
living members of the Church of Christ;” ‘‘ may receive the fulness of 
His grace,” and, “ remaining in the number of His faithful children, 

VOL. XI1X.—NO 8, 29 








226 Whom shall we select as [Nov 


may enjoy” in the end “the everlasting benediction of His heavenly wash- 
ing, and come to His eternal kingdom.” All these are privileges which, 
on the truth of God’s word, as conveyed to us and interpreted by His 
Church, every one who joins in the baptismal service professes to look 
that God will place within reach of our precious ones, whenever, nothing 
doubting, we bring them thus to their Saviour’s embrace. 

Hence, we may safely say that the Church has settled for us several 
points of no small moment in this matter—for she clearly forbids the 
fancy that in baptism we merely give our children a new name, or se- 
cure the registry of that name in her books. Neither does she allow 
any to think that they hereby merely dedicate their little ones to the 
future service of a God, who after they have reached maturity may 
receive them to His favor. But, without letting fall a hint in aid of the 
curiosity which would pry into the precise time, or manner, or measure 
of benefit conferred in baptism on the infant, she does unquestionably 
teach that each babe is then and thus transferred from the dominion of 
Satan into the kingdom of God’s dear Son—and that in due season the 
Spirit of grace will, in consequence, place within reach of the Lamb of 
Christ all the benefits bought at the price of the Shepherd’s blood. 
Henceforth the triune Jehovah, we are to infer, has an eye of special 
love, ever watching over the unconscious member of His Church, His 
feeble child, the inheritor of His heavenly kingdom. And certain we 
may be that, therefore, He will look with no ordinary watchfulness to 
see how this *‘ apple of His eye” is cared for by the earthly guardians, 
to whom, at the moment when it was given back into their hands by His 
minister, He said ‘* Take this child away and nurse it for me.” 

This statement, though expressing the sentiments, and conveyed mostly 
in the words, of Christ and of His Church, we can well conceive will at 
first be met by no ready assent from the many, who with amazing infa- 
tuation have been hitherto wont to delegate or to assume the sacred 
office of sponsor, with no other thought, it may be, than of compliment- 
ing a friend, of gratifying a child, of adding to the ties of aristocratic 
exclusiveness—or perhaps from views yet more absolutely worldly—if 
not altogether profane. ‘* Brethren, | wot that through ignorance ye 
did it;” ‘‘as your fathers did, so do ye”—inveterate usage having 
hardened the hearts and blinded the minds, and deadened the con- 
sciences of not a few of even the more pious of our communion to right 
views of baptism in general, and especially of the obligations of those 
who stand to our children in the spiritual relation now referred to. Else 
should we be at a loss to account for the prevalent carelessness of 
parents in their choice of sponsors, to whom they shall communicate no 
small share of the influence which God has given them over the immor- 
tal souls of their beloved ones, or whom, I may rather say, they are to 
call-in to strengthen and not to diminish, to further and not to counter- 
act that influence. And incredible but for this would it be that any, in 
deference to persuasions however urgent, could bring upon their own 
consciences the weight of engagements surpassingly arduous and emi- 
nently holy, while yet in their bosoms they have confessedly no fear of 
God, no reverence for his blessed faith, nor even any understanding of, 
or thought about the nature of the baptismal covenant into which they 


themselves were received in their infancy, but the conditions of which 
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they evince no disposition to adhere toin manhood. Surely the best we 
can say of parents alike and of sponsors, is that, in every such instance, 
‘they know not what they do.” They do not consider in whose pre- 
sence they stand when at the font,—whose child it is that they are to 
take away and nurse—nor for whom the little one is to be trained up. 
And, though their ears be open, their attention, we may not suppose, 
has ever been turned to the real meaning of the words, so simple, and 
yet so comprehensive, whereby the covenant to which they are voluntary 
parties is solemnly ratified. Nor can we imagine that, as they retire 
thence to their homes, they carry with them any permanent impression 
of the responsibility thenceforward resting upon them in regard to their 
god-children, Alas! we know too well that by many that responsibility, 
if for a moment it may have occurred to them, is soon forgotten entire- 
ly. Or, if remembered, it is thought to be adequately discharged by an 
occasional present of some toy, or “precious thing, as of silver or 
gold,”—or by aninquiry now and then, and perhaps by a visit in time of 
sickness—in utter neglect, however, of all attempt at the exertion of in- 
fluence on the moral or spiritual being of the child,—nor with ever a 
prayer for such influence from above. Till, in fact, in some cases, were 
we to ask the question, either of the ward or the guardian, both would 
be alike unable to tell us who they are that stand to them respectively in 
this sacred position. 

Yet the members generally of our Church, when the evils of this 
state of things are once fairly before them, will, we would fain hope, 
revolt from the prospect of its continuance. Not one of us, (we will 
not say, who has any sense of religion—but no one) with an ordinary 
share of moral integrity—if only his eyes be opened to the facts of the 
case, can, we should think, consent thus rashly and profanely to propose, 
or to undertake, vows so solemn as are virtually those of every sponsor. 

For what are those vows? Would that all among us could be indu- 
ced to iook into them seriously!—not as they may be represented by the 
present writer—but as they are set forth to our devout and calm consid- 
eration in the oft-repeated language of our own Prayer-Book. Taking 
for granted that its teachings will not be questioned by any within our 
fold, we may, in pursuance of our present train of thought, purposely 
omit to enter fully into the evidence that this office of sponsor, though at 
first held by the natural guardians of the child, (as indeed our Church 
we are all aware still allows,) is as old as Christianity, deriving its pre- 
cedents in fact from times anterior to the Saviour’s birth, Neither need 
we argue about the benefit to the child, and the satisfaction to the pa- 
rent, of thereby having others also pledged by sacred engagements to 
its pious nurture—for confessedly, were the duty but duly done, there 
could be only good from its assumption. 

Nor again, is it necessary to speak in this connexion of the evident 
propriety of there being some person of competent age to appear for 
the child at the time of its entering into a covenant, the nature and ex- 
cellence of which it is as yet unable to understand, but the advantages 
of which, though entirely on its side, are made to depend ultimately on 
the fulfilment on its part of certain conditions. For all this is so pre- 
cisely parallel to the case of secular contracts of daily occurrence, that 
none, who are used to the latter, can reasonably object to a like prace 
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tice in the former, of binding the child by the mouth of its elders to 
the terms of a transaction which is altogether for its benefit. 

Presuming, accordingly, that for these and other reasons, our readers 
approve cordially of the office itself of sponsor, and of the mode pre- 
scribed by our Church for entering into the covenant of baptism, we 
surely take them with us the more confidently, to the service provided. 
And fooking at it only in its bearings on the dutics of sponsors, we do 
beseech them to observe that these are there presented to us in a triple 
aspect, as they regard the child, the parents, and the Lord himself. In 
each of these yiews of the sponsorial pledge, we may see enough to ex- 
cite increasing surprise that there should be on this subject so general a 
levity of thought and conduct. For 

In the first place, who is the little one ?—not a mere plaything, dressed 
up as for an exhibition, in display and gratification of parental vanity— 
nor only the beir of his father’s wealth and name, brought to Church 
that his birth may be registered and made known—but a spark of undy- 
ing life, just kindled in its fleshy tabernacle by the hand of God him- 
self, with faculties mental and moral in embryo, yet to be unfolded even 
as are our’s, not on earth only but forever, to a completeness either of 
bliss or of misery inconceivable. And alas, in its tiny frame are slum- 
bering passions of demoniac origin, ready to spring into open action 
with the earliest developement of its mind and will—and which must 
become the instruments and agents ere long of good or evil, perhaps to 
thousands of our race. On such a being, who of us can look without 
longing if by any means we may stifle in its tender bosom those vipers 
of innate corruption, which else will poison its after-life? And when 
next we learn that there is a way for us to implant within it a seed of 
grace, whose growth may be its best of antidotes against spiritual death, 
shall the parent or the sponsor be careless about the way of securing for 
the object of their professed affection so precious a benefit? Mere 
compassion, it would seem, forthe helpless inheritor of a depraved na- 
ture would suffice to melt every feeling heart into a glow of holy desire, 
as with this undying yet fallen child of Adam, the group of relatives 
stand at the font to entreat the good shepherd’s interposition in behalf of 
one of His own lambs. And when the voice of Christ’s appointed ser- 
vant is heard in supplication for His acceptance of the offering, each 
sponsor, one might suppose, would peed no more to impress-him with 
the deepest seriousness at thought of the part which he is acting in a 
scene so solemn; where a polluted, though not guilty, soul, is to be trans- 
ferred from the power of Satan to the protection of the Saviour who shed 
His life-blood for the little one’s salvation ;—and where an unconscious 
infant is to receive the title deeds of an inheritance more priceless than 
the wealth of the Indies. 

Can it be that sureties in this contract should be those who are indif- 
ferent, perhaps ignorant about its very nature? And are we to believe 
that the persons, who are to act for the future heir of such an estate, 
may be left to inform themselves or not, as they please, about its value 
and about the conditions on which alone their ward is to obtain ultimate 
possession? In secular trusteeship, were any thus unconcerned about 
the worldly interests committed to their care, the censure of their un- 
faithfulness would be withering. The community around would point at 
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them in indignation. The Judge would take from them the trust they 
were abusing. The orphan on emerging from his minority would reproach 
them for their dishonesty. And their own consciences would allow them 
norest, And why then is it that in a guardianship involving trusts infin- 
itely momentous, where the welfare of souls is at stake, and where neg- 
lect so often leads not only to the loss of heaven, but to the endless woes 
of hell,—whence is it that so many among us are ready to assume re- 
sponsibilities, in utter thoughtlessness of the nature of them, and without 
the least intention of being faithful to them? How strange, yet further, that 
this should still be so, notwithstanding that the Church on each occasion 
does not fail to bid them in her thrilling exhortation ** remember’? what 


“their parts and duties” are to the infant just baptized! We need not 


place on our page those familiar words. But if indeed they have escaped 
from the mind, or not yet arrested the attention of any one, who is al- 
ready a sponsor, we do most earnestly entreat that such an one will 
turn to them, in hope that from his inmost soul there will come a confes- 
sion of guilt inexcusable in his past remisness, and of cruelty too in thus 
mocking the unsuspicious child with the repetition in his name of a series 
of highly important promises, which, at the time of making them, were 
perhaps neither thought of, nor understood, and which at all events have 
been and are broken continually, not by one, but by all those, who, 
however prompt in standing for others, are living themselves in habitual 
disregard, if not contempt of their own baptismal engagements. 

Next our subject leads us to plead the cause of parents. And how 
careless soever they may be too often in the selection of sponsors for 
their children, this faithlessness on their part may not hinder us from 
speaking in their behalf. For whether in this matter theirs be a sin of 
ignorance about the rights which by their choice they thus confer, and 
the duties they impose, or whether it arise from indifference to the spir- 
itua!l welfare of those entrusted to them, the evils resulting are the same, 
not only to their neglected little ones, but to their own parental peace. 
And if so be that, from any of the motives, which influence in these 
cases, they bring into this sacred position those who are incompetent, or 
who have no opportunity, or who feel no desire to aid them in their 
spiritual nurture of the young, let them not think that they can go un- 
punished even inthis life. Worse still, if they associate with them in 
their lofty station of divinely-appointed control, any whose influence 
either by word or deed is positively mischievous,—surely they must reap 
in bitterness of spirit the fruits of their error. But not therefore is it to 
be said that their friends, because urgently solicited, are free from blame 
in consenting to the wishes of such injudicious parents. Better far that 
they should be left to acknowledge, in their own persons, before the 
Church, obligations which God himself, by giving them offspring, has 
placed upon them, than that others from mere compliance with their 
mistaken wishes should incur the superfluous guilt of engagements, 
which none but the pious should ever assume. In fact, though the in- 
sensibility of the natural guardians of the lambs of Christ be in this 
respect ever so obtuse, no less imperative, be it observed, are the duties 
of the sponsors, even tothem. Rather we may say, a new duty is then 
incumbent of doing for parents what they care not to do fur them. 
selves, Not that we mean by this to counsel an obtrusion by sponsorg 
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of their teachings, however excellent, in the face of parental prohibition. 
Far from it! We defer to the paramount rights even of those, who at 
their souls’ peril, and to their children’s ruin, neglect their own duties. 
And we know of nothing that remains for the rejected friend, but to be- 
take himself to prayer, with remonstrances timely and mild. But we do 
mean to say that, (saving these conditions,) such a state of things renders 
it the more needful that the solemn trust thus slighted should for the 
sake even of the parents be the more seduously watched over by the 
God-tather and the God-mother, These sacred names, thus incidentally 
striking the ear, should seem, indeed, of themselves, to suggest to every 
sponsor the partnership of responsibility, wherein they share with those 
who are fathers and mothers after the flesh. And shall we not give heed 
to the hint thus conveyed, that, in the behalf of those even who are asso- 
ciated in the joint charge, it is the bounden duty of all to strengthen 
each others’ hands, co-operating in one harmonious effort for the good 
of the children who are theirs, whether by birth or by adoption? Else 
assuredly the design of sponsorship is frustrated—if division is thereby 
sown in families, or at best a clog uselessly and hurtfully hung upon the 
previously too feeble sway of domestic authority. But let instead that 
design be kept in view by the parents in their choice of none but de- 
votedly pious persous for this holy office, and then by such persons in 
being faithful co-workers with them—and who can doubt that the peace, 
because the piety, of many a home would thereby be essentially pro- 
moted, to the inestimable comfort also of the father and the mother? 
But the Lord himself has a word to say in the same behalf to spon- 
sors. or these little ones, whose souls are at stake, He claims as the 
lambs of His flock—redeemed, each of them, by His blood from the 
bondage of the adversary, and placed in His arms that He may carry 
them to His fold inheaven. He has commanded us to bring them unto 
Him. And for their refreshment and shelter on the way, He has given 
them exceeding great and precious promises, and provided green pas- 
tures and cool shades within the precincts, and in the ordinances, of His 
earthly kingdom. But “after these promises made by Christ,” and ere 
they can be entitled to their inheritance, it is for “‘ them that are their 
sureties’’ to enter into a bond for their faithful adherence to the terms of 
the contract. Now the Lord himself, by His commission to the stewards 
of His mysteries, has virtually enjoined them to see to the due execution 
and responsible endorsement of this bord. By placing in the hands of 
His ministers the keys of His kingdom, He has made it their indispen- 
sable duty to require adequate security forthe godly nurture and admo- 
nition of all whom they admit through the sacramental door into the 
privileges of the Church. Hence, as His ambassador, the minister is 
made to “demand” of each sponsor a series of pledges, in the name in- 
deed of the child, but which are assuredly of binding force on the con- 
science of every one who utters them, and by which it is meant to 
secure trustees prepared to be faithful to the instructions of Him from 
whom alone, and not from any earthly parent, they derive their authority 
over His little ones. Hence too, no sooner is the contract signed and 
sealed, than the Church, with the same tone of high authority, which it 
well becomes her in such case to use, in her master’s name tells every 
sponsor what “ they must remember”—what they “ shall call upon” the 








mee a = ~ a 








1842, | Sponsors for our Children ? 23% 


child to learn, and what they “are to take care,” that, so soon as he is 
sufficiently instructed, he shall do in fulfilment of his part of the agree- 
ment. Surely, the Church in speaking thus is but expressing the will 
of Her divine Head. And her ministers, in declaring that in their judg- 
ment none but the pious are fit to give the pledge required ‘in this case, 
are only doing what in them lies to carry out that will. And if, never- 
theless, persons notoriously unfit wiil venture to intrude, though with 
the consent of parents, into the office of sponsor, the least that can be 
done by the appoiuted guardians of the Church’s purity, is to send-in 
their deliberate protest against such profanation of holy things. Nor do we 
doubt that in this they would have withthem the approving witness of 
every truly devoted believer among us. All of these must feel that, in 
endeavoring to awaken parents and sponsors from so hurtful a delusion, 
the Clergy are pleading the good cause of our common master, and pro- 
muting His glory by restoring, if they can, the solemnity of feeling and 
the integrity of principle, which should ever be in the hearts of all, who 
draw near in adult age to either of the sacraments of His Church. Yea, 
we may hope thus to remove from our communion the reproach often 
too justly cast upon us by brethren around, whose righteous condemna- 
tion of our prevalent carelessness about the qualifications of sponsors has 
led them unhappily to abandon and even to reprobate the use of a pro- 
Vision so abused. 

In a word, if parents could once be induced to have an eye to the real 
import of the baptismal covenant, they could not, we are persuaded, 
invite to a share with them in its engagements any but those, to whom, 
were they to die, they could willingly commit their children, with the rea- 
sonable expectation that the souls, yet more than the bodies, of these dear 
ones would be cared for with parental and Christian tenderness and truth. 
And so too, if among us there be a single sponsor, however careless 
hitherto, who will but considerately revert to the words, which have 
passed his lips, and to which he, by his appearance at the font, has given 
an implied assent, we count that he will unite with us in wondering at, 
and in lamenting, and in wishing to correct the prevailing thoughtlessness 
on this subject. O that all, once too hasty, if not profane, in their assump- 
tion of these responsibilities, may be moved in penitent amendment to 
remedy without delay the injury thereby inflicted on the young, and on 
their parents, on the Church, and on the honor of the Lord himself. 
And above all, in permanent removal of the inflicting cause, let the pre- 
sent writer beseech every parent and all others, in future to bear in mind 
who it is that really says to each sponsor, ‘‘ Take this child and nurse it 
forme. The King of Glory is thus appointing ‘“ tutors and governors” 
for the heirs of His throne. He is calling out {from His Church the per- 
sons fittest in His view for the accomplishment of that work which 
brought Him from His father’s house—the training of a polluted and fee- 
ble soul, in the midst of a world of sin, for an eternity of holiness and 
bliss. Think you that for a task so arduous and yet so delightful, He would 
have any persons offer, in courteous compliance with the wishes of in- 
considerate parents 2 Any whom he must be angry with as triflers with 
holy things? Or any others, in fact, than those, who, having “ put-on 
Christ” themselves in baptism, have since ratified their covenant in Con- 
firmation, and are walking before Him continually in the lowly and 
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complete obedience of faith ? These alone, be ye sure, does He accept as 
guardians for His lambs. All else, however ready they may be to un- 
dertake the charge, He rejects, asin need themselves of some one to 
guide them—* blind leaders of the blind,’”—He knows that nought but 
ruin to the teacher alike and to the taught, can be reasonably expected 
to.come from the intrusion of such into this office of sponsor. But gladly 
does he welcome all, who constrained by love to Him, and for his sake 
to His lambs, are content to do their part in “this charitable work of 
ours in bringing infarits to His Holy Baptism.” Nothing can the 
pious do more pleasing in His sight—nothing which assimilates them 
more to Him in conduct and in spirit—nothing which, if rightly done, will 
secure for them from Him a richer ‘recompense of reward” hereafter. 
In conclusion, therefore, the hope may be expressed that in due re- 
paration of past remissness in this matter, parents among us, while de- 
cidedly discouraging the careless, the trifling, the irreligious, and the 
profane from becoming sponsors, will be moved for their own chil- 
dren’s sake to invite to the awful responsibilities and to the holy plea- 
sures of this office, mone but the consistently pious members of our 
Church. Or else, if they cannot secure the services of any such, then 
we submit whether it is not better that they stand themselves in public 
acknowledgment of obligatiuns, which though shared-with, can never be 
transferred-to, any other on earth, and which, however neglected, are 
declared by God Himself, in the gift of offspring, to be incumbent on 
every parent. A PRESBYTER AND PASTOR. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
AN ADDRESS, 
Delivered at the Laying of the Corner-stone of the Church of St. Thaddeus, at Aiken, 
S. C. Sept. 5th, 1842. By the Rev. Edward Phillips. 


‘Christian Brethren,—Interesting is the occasion on which we are as- 
sembled. The deposit, just now made, of the Corner-stone, whereupon 
js to be reared an Edifice for the public worship of Almighty God, 
according to the rites and formularies of our holy Church, speaks well 
for the liberality of its patrons, and especially of the enlightened zeal 
and piety of the individual, who projected the enterprise ; it promises 
reflected advantage upon the social and religious community of which, 
at some future time, it may be the bond and centre of unity. Such an 
event may also be hailed as a favorable sign of the progress of truth; 
and the increasing triumph of sound Christianity over the ignorance, 
pride, and prejudice of the times. In compliance with usage, we are 
met together to make the incipient step of that great work; to show 
the interest that we feel in its progress; and to invoke the blessing of 
God upon its ultimate success. We are united in the enterprise of 
charity which pretends not to emulate the stupendous sacrifices that in 
the old world create the magnificent specimens of sacred architecture, 
whose “long drawn aisles and fretted vaults,” awe the mind with the 

ower of human genius in their structure ; and fill the soul with adora- 
tion of the Supreme Being, to whose name they are consecrated. Ours, 
we trust, will prove an Edifice suitable to the purpose, ‘as large, conven- 
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ient, and handsomely adorned as our means permit, calculated to win 
the respect of the Christian observer, and pointing by ils graceful spire, 
the stranger’s thoughts to the realities of the eternal world, This to us 
happy occasion, should, we think, win the approval of right-thinking 
virtuous and moral citizens, because, though militant in the warfare of 
sin, our Church is not belligerent among those who profess and call 
themselves Christians. Peace, charity, love of order and practical holiness 
are her known characteristics. And this assertion may be alledged from 
the records of history, and the present lofty position which the Church 
occupies in the eyes of the world. More than this, mankind we know 
must have religicn. Wherever human beings are united in the social 
compact, the recognition of a divine authority has been essentially ne- 
cessary to the preservation of goed order, and of sound morals. Upon 
this necessity arises the duty to erect Churches, and establish forms of 
worship agreeably to the monitions of reason and conscience; and this 
duty is indispensable in cities and towns, and wherever else masses of 
people are associated into communities for the common purposes of life. 
But when temples are seen to arise in the wilderness, where the silence 
of nature is unbroken, save by the anthem of the feathered choir, in 
rural districts and villages, where the appointments and institutes of re- 
ligion must be sustained by the few who love and serve God, the fact 
speaks for itself, and that eloquently, that there is at worka spirit of 
Christian enterprise, which claims to extend the communion of Saints ; 
carry the blessings of civil into rural life; and as far as practicable, 
spread the glad tidings of salvation to the ends of the earth. Who 
shall pronounce this spirit of Missionary zeal unworthy of encourage- 
ment? Who should think that its noble efforts for the benefit of suffer- 
ing human nature are not fit subjects of congratulation? Is there a 
heart embued with the spirit of Christian charity that does not palpitate 
with joy at every fulfilment of the prophecy, the wilderness and solitary 
place shall be glad forthe triumphs of Messiah’s reign; and the desert 
shall rejoice and blossom as the rose? Candor admits that our gratula- 
tion is met, and, in some degree, qualified by two sources of discour- 
agement. The first arising from those, not of our own communion, who 
may suppose that our zeal from the limited materials upon which it is 
permitted to operate, savors of prejudice, if not of bigotry ; and from 
those of our own household of faith, who may suppose the enterprise 
uncalled for as the effervescence of wasted enthusiasm. It appears to 
me, that the objections of the one party, and the doubts and fears of the 
other, if there be any such, will be overthrown and removed by the rea- 
sons that we are enabled to offer for our present gratulation. In the 
first place, brethren, we are engaged in building up the Church of Christ. 
We are striving to obtain with other Christians an altar, at which to 
worship the God of our Fathers in the way handed down to us from 
primitive Christianity. We are gratified to know that there is no seri- 
ous obstacle to ourcause. Gratefully do we acknowledge the Christian 
kindness of this community: and especially of our Methodist friends, 
who have opened the doors of their meeting house to our use in public 
worship. And we are free to assert, that they will never have cause to 
regret the extension of good will to the infant Church. In acts of 
VOL. XI&.—NO. 8. 30 
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courtesy ; in works of benevolence and mercy; in all permissible 
schemes to meliorate the condition of human nature, and extend the 
kingdom of our common Lord, the members of our communion will not 
be found wanting. All that we ask is a fair field of trial, unopposed by 
prejudice ; and the extension of that spirit of charity which thinketh no 
evil—hopeth all things—believeth all things. With reference to the 
purpose on hand, itis true that there is no necessary—no absolute con- 
nexion between the faith of God’s people, and the building in which 
they celebrate divine service. God is worshipped in the Temple not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens, and his praises resound through the 
endless aisles of the Universe, as from the only Cathedral worthy his 
name. But is there not a congruity between the sign and the thing sig- 
nified—is there not a propriety, that the sanctuary consecrated to the 
divine glory, should bear proportion to the sacred purpose ; and, if pos- 
sible, speak in most expressive terms the glad tidings of salvation? We 
think so. And therefore care istaken to make the sacredness of our 
Charches visible in their outward structure and inward arrangement ; to 
show by symbolical appurtenances and offices, as well as the nature of 
things admit, the prominent truth of religion, contained in the Atone- 
ment of the Son of God ; to separate the edifice, its grounds and furni- 
ture from every worldly and unballowed purpose; to consecrate them 
forever to the service of religion—the promulgation of the Gospel in the 
Church: and by legal, as well as moral provisions, which bind con- 
science, to insure the purity and integrity of ‘the faith once delivered 
to the Saints.” The existence then of our Church, whenever located, 
is pledge to the world of the being and prevalence of the one Holy 
Catholic and Apostolic Church of Christ. From our pulpits are heard 
no new, and strange doctrines promulgated by the spirit of him, who 
lieth in wait to deceive. At our desks are offered no prayers which 
savor more of human passion than the spirit of true holiness and piety. 
Upon our altars burn no strange fires of unhallowed and umecognized 
sacrifice ; but there, are administered those ordinances and sacraments 
which our Lord or ained and pronounced generally necessary to salva- 
tion. The Church is one: wherever it exists, or whatever be the cir- 
cumstances under which its members are found, they have but ‘one 
faith, one Lord, one baptism.” This claim of Catholicity is said to be 
exclusive. Granted. But the Gospel itself is exclusive ; and so are all 
the systems of Christianity. What Christian has not a decided prefer- 
ence for his own faith and worship! If there be one—if there is nothing 
in his system of religion of which he makes the choice—then his adhe- 
rence to one communion instead of another is not the result of thought, 
prayerful meditation and affection, but the consequence of restraint, ex- 
ample, or the indifference of idle habit; and therefore that professor, 
if he deceive not his own heart with the spurious for the true religion, 
cannot, with becoming zeal, be affected for the cause which he is sol- 
emnly bound to advocate. But when we, as Churchmen, affirm that we 
are devoted to our Church, and to the offices thereof, what do we more 
than others who express the same degree of attachment to their own 
belief? But mark the difference. We belong to no sect. Our com- 
muniou is in the Church of God. We claim to be members of that 
spiritual society which the Redeemer instituted, sanctified and blessed 
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with the promise to sustain evento the end of time. Founded on the 
rock of ages, the Church is that city which set upon a hill cannot be 
hid. In vain have the feelings and passions of wicked men from with- 
out made assault upon its holy bulwarks. In vain have pretended 
friends and insidious traitors leagued to surrender the fortress into the 
enemy’s hand. In vain have the powers of darkness made their attacks, 
the Church of God has resisted them all, and will continue to reap new 
trophies in the warfare, for the gates of hell shall never prevail against 
it. In maintenance of these blessed truths what do we more than others 
who appeal to the Scriptures, as standards of faith and morals, and to 
primitive Christianity as the sound expositor of Gospel truth? In de- 
fence of the unity of the faith, once delivered to the Saints, what claim 
we more than those who will not allow the Church of God to be a mere 
fabri of human opinion; and its rules of life mere shreds of patch 
work which bind no conscience and enforce no duty—the mere creature 
of circumstance and idol of human invention, to shift and change with 
the current of every whim and notion of popular opinion? We attach 
no value to the Joose sentiments of such kind of liberality. Our lines 
have not fallen into a system which tolerates such absurdities. And we 
bless God for it. That Church, of which we are part, was founded on 
‘the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner- 
stoné. The sigus of identity are marked and peculiar. An unbroken 
line of succession in the orders of the ministry ; seals of blessing stamped 
upon the sacraments and means of grace ; moral influence exerted over 
the institutions and habits of Christian life, are so many rays of light 
streaming from the watch towers of Zion, to show that still her position 
is on those holy hills, selected by the hand of its divine founder; and 
that within her palaces are life and peace, though a moral darkness may 
blind the eyes of men so that they cannot behold this city of our God. 
But farther, we rejoice in the design to build a Church, because it will 
be an actnal representative of the pillar and ground of the truth. Who- 
ever attentively marks the course of human events, cannot but see that 
a spirit of change and innovation is abroad through the world. Super- 
stition erects altars on the fears of men; and celebrates unholy orgies 
with the worst passions of the human mind. Fanaticism lets loosea 
wild army of mad excitements, to desecrate and ruin the venerable and 
holy institutions of the Gospel. Whilst infidelity, under the specious 
guise of reason, coolly strikes at the vital principles of revealed truth, 
as if to deprive man of his last solace of trouble in this life ; and tear 
from this heart the shipwrecked hope of peace in the life to come! 
Who must not see that a time will come—that it has already come, when 
strifes of Sectarianism, religious feuds, polemic controversies, splintered 
as they hourly are into conflicting parties, must be brought to issue, and 
thoughtful sober minded men will be driven from the fury of those con- 
tentions, to the ark of peace and safety; where their faith may be held 
sacred ; where the institutions of Gospel may be respected ; where their 
children may be brought up in the nurture and admunition of the Lord, 
and their religious sensibilities protected from the outrage of disorder, 
misrule, and spiritual anarchy? Is the assertion indecorous, that the 
Church of God which has stood the test of time those eighteen hundred 
years, is endowed with a principle of durability to withstand the storms 
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of popular prejudice; and to behold systems and theories swept around 
it into the! vortex of oblivion? Shall it be thought arrogant, on our 
part, tu assume that when schism and heresy break, subdivide, and re- 
organize into new forms and classifications, that the Church, being at 
unity in itself, preserving pure and entire the oracles of God ; maintain- 
ing the ancient symbols and articles of faith; and uniting in a scriptural 
Liturgy, will present to the devout mind an object of reverend estima- 
tion, to which reason can gladly submit its powers, and around which 
the moral sentiments of the heart must cling with undying tenacity ? At 
no distant period of time, when the question shall be gravely propound- 
ed, to which form of Christianity will the inquirer after truth be at- 
tached? Will he not appreciate the mercy of divine providence in the 
preservation through all its vicissitudes of the Church, by whose agency 
he may enter into the covenant of grace, learn the truth as it is in Je- 
sus; and obtain the end of faith, even the salvation of his soul! If the 
examiner into Christian privileges desire to use the means of grace, are 
they not amply provided by the ordinances of our Church? If he be 
endued with the spirit of sanctity; may he not in its communion be 
numbered with the Saints and peonle of God. Charitably disposed 
does its labor of love offer no objects and motives of charity 7? Prompted 
by the Christian spirit to co-operate in the work of mans salvation, has 
he not in our Missionary organization room for the display of zeal? 
Thirsting for deeper insight into the treasures of divine wisdom and 
knowledge, where are the Scriptures more thoroughly read, or more 
faithfully preached than in the system of our worship? Or moved by the 
spirit of prayer, where it may be asked can be found forms of prayer 
and praise more scriptural, holy, and sublime, than those in our Liturgy 
which has descended as the inheritance of our faith ; which trembled on 
the lips of Prophets, Saints and Martyrs ; which the Redeemer himself 
enjoined ; and which reverberate as St. John asserts, on the Angel harps 
of heaven? Say what is there of Christian doctrine or of pure worship ; 
or of holy life—what is there of faith or conduct necessary to salvation, 
which is not to be found in the Church of Christ which we are mem- 
bers? And thus you are prepared, brethren, to receive the last reason 
why we rejoice in the present attempt for its extension, namely, because 
it is the Church of our affections. Protestant Christians in their aim to 
secure a purely spiritual worship, have frequently defeated their object 
by overlooking what seems to me a very prominent design of religion ; 
the education of the feelings as well as the reasoning faculties of the 
miud. Christianity, all experience proves, cannot be taught to good 
effect, without some prescribed and regular formularies. 

All denominations admit the principle, as all have their accustomed 
mode of worship. They have forms and so have we. They have the 
Scriptures—was not the present translation of them a gift of our 
Church? Do we not make in service the most frequent use of them ? 
Others have a book of psalms and hymns, so have we ; and in addition 
thereto, a book of prayer, that we may pray as well as sing, with one ac- 
cord ; that we may, in the language of the Apostle, pray with the spirit 
and pray with the understanding also. Invidious we know are com- 
parisons. Prejudicial to Christian charity are indiscreet allusions to 
differences of religious opinion, My design is the reverse of compari- 
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son or animadversion. I wish to point out some of the peculiarities of 
our ecclesiastical system ; that your kind sympathy and interest my 
hearers may be excited, and your approval of the forms and services of 
the Church lead to an inquiry into the nature of its moral influence over 
the world. In illustration of this inquiry, we may remark that as soon as 
the infant of our household of faith is able to be carried into the 
body of the Church, it is required to be there publicly received by Bap- 
tism into the covenant of grace. In subsequent periods of childhood, 
it is furnished with catechetical and pastoral instruction in the words 
and ways of eternal life. Then by a,course of Christian teaching, the 
young Christian is prepared for the Apostolic rite of Confirmation; and 
subsequently led to the Communion of Saints in the Holy Eucharist, 
At the important event of marriage the Church binds, consecrates and 
invokes the divine benediction on the nuptial tie. During the wearisome 
and painful seasons of sickness and other affliction, the Church provides 
an office of visitation, by which the minister of God may prescribe 
medicine to the diseased soul, comfort the mourner ; teach the ignorant: 
alarm the careless ; and prepare the soul for Heaven. When at last the 
hour of the spirit’s departure is come, and the corpse descends to the 
darkness and silence of the grave, then hastens the Church with sym- 
pathetic care to consign the relics of the departed to their kindred ele- 
ments—‘ dust to dust and ashes to ashes ;’’ nay, more than this, follaws 
with the eye of faith the liberated spirit, furnished by the means of 
grace with access to the glorious presence of God. On those points of 
ecclesiastical rites, and the priestly offices, it may be said that we, as a 
body of Christ’s people, are not peculiarly endowed. All Christians 
aim at the same objects, and have, or imagine that they have, the same 
privileges and benefits of religion. Suppose the assumption allowed, 
What then? If we have attained the design, is not success authority 
for gratulation? Bat if the assertion seem (the petitio principii,) a beg- 
ging of the question—taking for granted what remains to be proved, 
then we must reply, that there is no common standard of infallibility to 
which for the decision of this or any truth, an appeal can be made ; 
we are therefore driven back to the sympathetic principle of our nature, 
as umpire of the question ; and, independently of other reasons, we re- 
joice in the prosperity of the Church, because it is the Church of our 
affections. How could it be otherwise ? When we look back upon the 
past scenes of early Christian education, and recall seasons of grace then 
and since enjoyed; the forms and ceremonies of our sublime worship ; 
the prayers addressed to the throne cf grace’; the sweet hymns familiar 
to our devotional spirit ; the full toned melody of the organ; the official 
robes of the Bishop and the subordinate clergy; all those objects of 
consideration, and others which form parts and parcels of our ecclesias- 
tical system, trivial and unnecessary as they may seem to others, are 
to us as the breathings of the soul. Those associations of memory are 
deeply interwoven with the aspirations of hope. Our reminiscencs of 
early devotion have prospective reference to the unseen realities of 
eternal glory. Time makes more impression the effect of this moral 
culture. And death itself will only transform into reality the vision of 
faith derived from the teachings of our holy and blessed Mother Church. 
Talk then as mach as men will of their formality, what we know of re- 
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ligion disconnected with forms? If we would hold communion with 
God in prayer, or praise, how are we to address him without the inter- 
vention of language uttered by the lips or breathed in the soul? And 
what form of address should be Supposed more acceptable to Him, than 
that expressed by the language of his Church? Or if we aspire to re- 
solve the spirit of prayer into the practical holiness of Christian life, 
where are safer expositions of Christian truth and duty than our Homi- 
lies, Articles of Faith and Liturgical furmularies ? It is then obviously 
certain, that religion to be practical, efficient and permanent, must be 
inculcated by some system or form. ‘Ihe age of miracles, so called, is 
passed away ; immediate and direct inspiration, such as the Apostles and 
first converts to Christianity received, is not promised to the existing 
Church. And Deity requires the promulgation of His Gospel by the 
use of such moral means, as the education at the Christian’s home of 
his childs reason and affections, in the way of holiness, the teachings of 
the ministry, and the influence of the Holy Ghost, in the orderings of 
providence and grace. We Christian friends design, by co-operation 
in this proposed building, to carry out those views. Our object is to 
bring among you no standard of religious discord and strife ; but the ban- 
wer of Jove and peace—another arm in the warfare waged against our 
common Christianity. We design to give a local habitation to the de- 
pository of the Divine word from which its beams of wisdom and mercy 
may diverge to bless and to save; to place the Redeemer’s earthly 
throne within the circle of that ministerial influence which must pre- 
vail to the breaking down of the kingdoms of sin, Satan and death; and 
for the preservation to our country of true religion to the latest genera- 
tions. 

With this hope and prospect before us, is it unreasonable to expect 
on them the divine blessing; or superfluous to claim the good will of the 
Christian community towards our enterprise of Charity? Looking 
forward to the no distant future, may we not reasonably anticipate the 
happy progress of events, when this village, made by the Rail-Road a 
suburb of the metropolis, shall become a populous town; and the house 
of our God a point of attraction to its numerous and pious members ? 
Driven from the unbeaithy regions of the District, and of the low coun- 
try, will not invalids, foreigners, and *he travelling community, be in- 
duced to find their summer residences at least, in this salubrious 
climate, especially, as by the removal they need not fear that, for health 
of the body, they must sacrifice the comfort of the soul ; nor be compelled 
here to close their eyes in death without the consolations of the last 
offices of their huly religion. Here, may we suppose, that they who 
throng to the healing waters will find a Bethesda—a house of mercy ; 
and the Angel of peace ready to agitate and bless the abundant streams 
of life. Here —but without venturing to utter too sanguine a prediction, 
let us thank God for the measure of that good which he has allowed, and 
take courage. Here is no reason for the distrust of success. The Gos- . 
pel itself was promoted by small beginnings. But that, the smallest of 
seeds has increased; and shot forth great branches. Its roots bind 
together the interests of remote nations of earth, And the people of 
God repose beneath the shelter of its foliage. The result of our enter- 
prise is in the Redeemer’s keeping. He will raise up friends and advo- 
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cates of the cause. His voice will call the appointed laborer to this 
portion of the moral vineyard. Aud His divine spirit will bless the fruits 
of the harvest. A fit subject for congratulation, we should conclude, is 
the permission to unite, as we do, in this heavenly work ; and we receive 
it at the hands of God, as a pledge of His mercy, acceptance and favor. 
“QO pray for the peace of Jerusalem ; they shall prosper that love thee. 
Peace be within thy walls and plenteousness within thy palaces.” Ps, 
cxxii. 6, 7. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
THE DIOCESAN SCHOOL, 


Under the auspices of our Convention, has now reached nearly the 
close of its first year. But so quietly, that its friends out of the city, 
and some even here, are probably not aware of its present condition, 
and of the encouraging success, which has thus far been vouchsafed to 
the efforts of its Principal. The Committee entrusted with its super- 
vision, in the belief that the members of our Church will be glad to 
hear from time to time how it fares, have accordingly instructed their 


Secretary to communicate through the pages of this periodical, extracts 
from the quarterly reports made to them by the Teacher. 
In the first of these he says— 


‘The school was opened on the first Tuesday of January with 13 
scholars, which number was in a few days increased to17.” (It now 
amounts to 26, varying in age from 7 to 14 years.) ‘* We commence 
each day with the order for morning prayer set forth by the Bishop. 
This with some occasione! remarks on the “Lesson,” which the pupils read 
after the instructor, is finished in a quarter of an hour. Another quar- 
ter is then devoted to the Catechism, and such remarks and instructions 
gruunded thereon as are thought most useful, or circumstances may 
seem to require. We then commence the morning lessons.” ‘1 think 
the improvement the pupils have made is quite creditable to them ;— 
the best proof of which is that most of them can accomplish twice as 
much in a given time as they could at the commencement of the quar- 
ter.” ‘The mode of government has been absolute. Unconditional 
obedience and submission are required of all, and when necessary en- 
forced by the use of the rod.” “I am happy in being able to report 
that there has been no instance of determined resistance to authority, 
but that all my pupils are submissive and obedient, and though I have 
occasionally resorted to the rod, it has been for the most part the punish- 
ment of idleness and inattention, and has been used with so much re- 
luctance that I believe my pupils love me the more for it.” “ Frequent 
appeals are made to their sense of duty to God, and to their desire of 
His approbation, as well as that of their parents, and of their own con- 
sciences ; and there has been a constant endeavor above all things to 
teach them, ‘** what a solemn vow, promise and profession,” they made at 
their baptism ;—to make them feel that those vows are far more sacred 
and binding than any promise made to a fellow creature ; and to induce 
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them to seek by diligent prayer God’s grace, which He vouchsafes in a 
special manner to all the ‘ members of Christ.’” 


By his second report we were informed that— 


““On the whole we could not but feel er.couraged,—that while the 
progress of the pupils in human learning has been quite creditable to 
themselves, they have been making some advances in that knowledge 
which ‘ maketh wise unto salvation.’ ”’ 


In his third report he states that— 


“The attendance of the pupils has been, with very few exceptions, 
remarkably regular, and but one case of serious sickness has occurred 
during the quarter.” “ I have likewise adopted (and think with benefi- 
cial results,) the plan recommended by the Committee at the commence- 
ment of the quarter, of keeping a daily record of the failures of each 
pupil in recitation; three failures in one day subjecting the delinquent 
to punishment. I have at the close of each week reported to the pa- 
reuts or guardians, the failures forthe week. The ratio of questions 
missed to questions answered, has varied from 1 in 12 to 1 in 120. 
Some have passed three or even four weeks without missing a question, 
while there are only five, who have on an average missed one question a 
day. I think the Committee, on reflection, will agree with me that the 
above statement is very creditable to the school. It is very gratifying 
to me to be able to say, that I think the pupils manifest a growing inter- 
est inthe Prayer-Buok and the Church, and in religious instruction 
generally ; and [ trust that by the blessing of God on the efforts and 
prayers of its friends, this school will be made useful to ‘the Holy 
Catholic Church,’ ” 


All which is most respectfully submitted by 
WM. M‘DOUGAL, 


Principal of the Diocesan School. 








<=> «os 
NOTICES OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


The Ninth Annual Report of the Bishop White Prayer Book Society, 
read before the Society at its Annual Meeting, May 18th, 1842. Phila- 
phia.—We always welcome the reports of this valuable Society. They 
are no common documents, but ably vindicate our Book of Common 
Prayer and develope the excellences. They never fail to adduce new 
testimonies of the usefulness of that form of sound instruction and ele- 
vated devotion. Our readers will be taught and gratified by these 
extracts:—"' In the providence of God, the work of foreign translation 
and distribution has been chiefly devolved upon the Church in England; 
it is her high destiny to proclaim to people of every kindred and tongue, 
those Catholic truths which have been held from the beginning, and by 
the adoption of which alone the several divisions of Christendom can 
ever be re-united in ove great family: the more simple, humble, but 
scarcely less important, duty has been assigned to us, of maintaining and 
disseminating the same principles among the countless sects which now 
divide, and the mighty population which will one day inhabit, the portion 
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of the globe in which we dwell. Differing from the Church of Rome, 
in deriving all that she propounds as matter of essential belief, from the 
Holy Scriptures alone, and from the various Protestant societies, in ap- 
pealing to the consentient testimony of the early Christians for the 
rightful interpretation of the Sacred Text, the Church in America stands 
forth, amid confusion and change, the Witness of Gospel Truth, Apos- 
tolical Order, and Primitive Usage ; steadily pointing to the great events 
connected with the redemption of our race, as they are successively dis- 
played on the zodiac of the Christian year; admonishing men, even in 
the title of her Liturgy, of their commun brotherhood in Christ; and 
though comparatively ‘a little one,’ and as of old, ‘every where spoken 
against,’ unceasingly making her petition ‘ that all who profess and call 
themselves Christians may be led into the way of truth, and hold the 
faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteousness of 
life’? * * “The period is not very remote when Manuals for 
family worship would have been vehemently denounced by the Dissen- 
ters, and this change of opinion therefore, may betoken a future return 
to their own discarded formularies for public devotion. The late reprint 
of the obsolete and almost forgotten Liturgy of the Kirk of Scotland by 
a minister of that Establishment, was adverted to in our last Report, 
and a reference to the history of several of the Sects, will show that in 
the rejection of prescribed forms, they have departed not only from the 
practice of the Church under both the Jewish and Christian Dispensa- 
tions, but from the intention of their founders, and their own early 
usage,” * * Other topics are “the influence of the Liturgy in pre- 
serving the due precedence and superiority which the worship of God 
should alwaye have over the mere preaching of men; its excellence as 
a Manual of holy practice, setting forth in methodical connexion with the 
doctrines taught, and the wonderful events commemorated by the 
Church in the revolution of the Ecciesiastical year, the more prominent 
Christian graces and virtues, as illustrated by Him who was ‘both a 
sacrifice for sin, and also an ensample of godly life ;’ and lastly, the well- 
arranged and admirable selection from the Epistles and Gospels,— 
another compendium of Christian Doctrine, forming with the Creeds 
and the Prayers, three* separate lines of evangelical truth, blending, 
like the prismatic rays, into one homogeneous tissue, and mutually con- 
tributing to the beauty and stability of that superstructure which has 
beew * built upon the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus 
Christ Himself being the Chief Corner Stone.’ The Prayer Book de- 
clares the sense of the Church Catholic for eighteen centuries, on most 
of those questions, so controverted in this land of schism and private 
judgment ;t its tendency is to make men pious, humble, docile, and re- 
verent, 


* Two others might have been added,—the Articles and the Hymns. 

tThe Church of Rome fetters the judgment by implicit obedience to authority. 
Foreign branches of the Reformation give unbounded licence to the fancy, by the un- 
restramed exercise of private interpretation. But our Church inculcates a liberal, 
discriminative, yet undeviating reverence for pious antiquity: a reverence alike sane- 
tioned by reason, inspired by feeling and recommended by authority. This principle 
is, in truth, our special characteristic: a principle which has ever enabled our Church 
to combine discursiveness with consistency, freedom of inquiry with orthodoxy of be- 
hef, and vigorous good sense with primitive and elevated piety.—Alezander Knoz. 
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Gregorian and other Ecclesiastical Chants, adapted to the Psalter and 
+ Canticles, as they are pointed to be sung in Churches. Reprinted from 
the second London edition ; with a Supplement from other sources. New- 
York, James A. Sparks, 111 Nassau-st.—‘The restoration of the Grego- 
rian Chant is another sign of @ return to the good old things of the 
Chérch. We shall be in less danger of modern innovations in religion, 
if we are accustomed to the simple and solemn strains of the ancient 
ecclesiastical melodies. We shall love and revere the liturgy more if 
we use it in connexion with masic almost as old as some of the parts of 
the service to which it is sung. 

The Church is much indebted to the publisher for the pamphlet be- 
fore us, which is the best collection of genuine chants that has yet ap- 
ae in our country, being an exact reprint of the English work. We 

ope he will be amply rewarded, and that every choir—or rather every 
congregation, (for chanting should not be confined to choirs)—throughout 
the Church will be provided with an adequate number of copies. 

Were these chants universally introduced, and properly used, as they 
might be if clergymen would interest themselves in a subject which 
they can hardly neglect with a due regard for the decency of divine 
worship, the religious effect of our services would be greatly heightened. 
We should have the aid of devotional music, without the hindrance of 
worldly associations. We should not be continually seeking new tunes 
any more than we seek new prayers,—and we should perceive the pro- 
fanity—to which, unhappily, we are now accustomed—of singing the 
words of inspiration to the light and tripping airs of the dance or the 
opera. 

The work is beautifully printed, and may be had at the office of the 
Churchman, and the principal music stores in this city. 

“The Canticles of the Church,” also published by Mr. Sparks, is a 
little manual in which all the portions of the service that are chanted, 
are carefully divided and pointed for that purpose. It will be a great 
convenience to congregations, and may lead to a uniformity, in the divi- 
sions of the words in chanting, much to be desired. 

The Trisagion in the supplement, by Ed. Hodges, Esq., Mus. Doc., 
was sung atthe celebration of the holy communion, on Wednesday, in 
St. Paul’s Chapel. «lt is a beautiful composition, and never before pub- 


lished.— Churchman. 


Music of the Church, (with a Supplement.) A collection of Psalm, 
Hymn, and Chant Tunes, adapted to the worship of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the United States. Seventh edition. New-York, pub- 
lished by James A. Sparks, 111 Nassau-street. 1842.—The present 
edition of this popular work is improved in appearance, and its value 
very much enhanced by the addition of the Supplement, which contains 
the Trisagion, Kyrie, Eleison, or Response to the Decalogue, Glorias, 
&c. We think this book should be in every family where music is un- 
derstood ; and, as it has a piano accompaniment throughout, its use would 
combine pleasure with the improvement of the heart, and thus displace 
much of the music now generally sung which is objectionable from its 


trifling character. 
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Four of the Chants in the Supplement—the Venite, Benedictus, and 
the Deus Misereatur, major and minor—were sung at the consecration 
of the Parish Church at Leeds, and presented to Mr. S. by a clergyman 
of this Diocese who was present. 

We have also seen the proof sheets of ‘* the Canticles of the Church, 
being ail that part of the Services of the Chureh which may be ‘ said or 
sung, pointed and arranged in bars corresponding with the music to which 
they may be sung.” 

The design of this work (which has been arranged under the inspec- 
tion of Dr. Hodges, Director of the Music of the parish of ‘Trinity 
Church,) is to afford facilities for the congregation to unite with the choir 
in performing these portions of the public service. We think its general 
introduction into parishes would be useful, and commend it to all those 
who ‘sing praises unto the name of the Most High.’’—Churchman. 

The Seven Sermons preached at the Consecration and re-opening of the 
Parish Church of Leeds, with an Introduction. Leeds, 'T. W. Green, 
8vo.—This is a most beautiful volume, both in respect of external 
decorations and intrinsic worth. The authors of the Seven Sermons 
are Bishop Doane, of New-Jersey, Rev. W. Dodsworth, Dr. Hook, 
Reverend W. Gresley, Archdeacon Musgrave, Rev. J. Jebb, and 
Archdeacon R. J. Wilberforce. With Bishop Doane’s Sermons our 
readers are already well acquainted ; the names of the other preachers 
are a sufficient guarantee for the excellence of the remaining discourses, 
From the fourth, by Mr. Gresley, we take this passage: 

‘There is danger in the simplest and most edifying ordinances, 
There is danger every time we go to Church, lest, like the Pharisee in 
the temple, we should offend God by an insincere and formal worship-— 
and yet that is no reason why we should ‘ forsake the assembling of our- 
selves together as the manner of some is.’ There is danger in every 
sermon we hear—lest, while we acknowledge the soundness of argu- 
ment, and scriptural views which it contains, and feel urged by our 
conscience to repent and amend our lives, we should nevertheless put 
these thoughts from us, and wilfully continue in our old sins and negli- 
gences. There is danger even in reading the Bible, lest, like those 
unlearned, and unstable persons, who wrested St. Paul’s Epistles to 
their destruction, we also, reading it without faith and humility, should 
be injured rather than edified. There is danger—fearful danger—in the 
Holy Communion, lest we should receive it unworthily, and eat and 
drink our own condemnation,—yet tliis is no reason why we should dis- 
obey our Lord’s most solemn injunction. In the one there is only dan- 
ger—in the other there is positive sin.” 

The Introduction is an interesting narrative. The volume, printed 
by a country bookseller, is ornameuted with a beautiful lithograph en- 
graving of the new Church,—the title-page is illuminated with apt 
devices,—and every page is surrounded with double red lines, after the 
venerable fashion that prevailed in the earlier annals of printing. It is 
altogether a volume such as befits Churchmen to write, a Churchman to 
— ‘ Churchman to present, and a Churchman to receive.— The 

urch. 
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The Liturgy Compared with the Bible. 12mo. pp. 836. Published by 
the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge—This valuable vol- 
ume, published under such high sanction, is the work of the Rev. H. I. 
Bailey, Perpetual Curate of Drighlington, near Leeds. It professes to 
be ‘an illustration aud confirmation, by Scripture quotations and refer- 
ences, of such parts of the Book of Common Prayer, as are not direct 
extracts from the Holy Scriptures.” Here, then, the pious and inquir- 
ing Churchman may find divine warrant for every part of our inestima- 
ble and almost inspired Liturgy: here he may meet with authority to 
silence all gainsayers, who impugn the Scriptural character of our 
Prayer-Book. It is a work which ought to be in every family: it is 
invaluable to the Clergyman, in writing his sermons; to the Sunday- 
school Teacher, in inculcating Scriptural knowledge through the author- 
itative medium of the Prayer-Book ; and to every member of the Church, 
when anxious to give either to himself or to others, a reason for the faith 
which he professes. The arrangement is very good and clear; the type 
large and handsome. It is, altogether, a publication worthy of the Ven- 
erable Society, from which it emanates.— The Church. 





——— : a - 





SELECTIONS. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER, 

Messrs. Editors,—In the Sermon on “Faith and works,” published 
in a late number of the Gospel Messenger, there are views, which it 
seems to me are well sustained by the following article, which I send 
to be printed (if you choose,) among your “ Selections.” 

OLD SCHOOL. 


From the Christian Review. 
ON THE STATEMENT OF PAUL AND THAT OF JAMES CONCERNING 
FAITH. 


Much perplexity has often been felt, in contemplating the two pas- 
sages, Rom. iii: 28, Therefore, we conclude, that a man is justified by 
faith without the deeds of the law, and James ii: 24, Ye see, then, how 
that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only. 

To view these citations through a proper medium, a due regard must 
be paid to the context and to the various considerations in which the 
subject is involved. 

lt is weli known that the Apostle Paul was a learned Hebrew of the 
Pharisean Sect, and that, while he sustained this connexion, he was a 
high-toned legalist, and a persecutor of the (hristian faith. He no 
sooner became a convert to this faith, than he changed his views, his as- 
sociates, his manuer of life, and earnestly endeavored to establish that 


‘belief, for the destruction of which he had employed his mightiest ef.- 


forts. He saw his brethren whelmed in the delusion from which he, by 
the grace of God, had emerged. In his endeavors to remove this delu- 
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sion, and exhibit the nature of evangelical faith, he travelled extensive- 
ly; he wrote fourteen Epistles to different Churches and individuals ; 
he performed the most perilous missions in Europe’ and Asia, and, 
willing, not only to be bound, but to die for the sake of the Lord Jesus, 
he cheerfully sealed his testimony with his blood. Evangelical faith 
was, in his view, of the highest importance. He unfolds its nature, dis- 
courses upon its value, and shows that without faith, it is impossible to 
please God. In his address to the Hebrews, he defines it, as it is ex- 
pressed in the English version, “ the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen ;” or, as it might be more clearly expressed, 
confidence in respect to things hope. for, firm belief in respect to things 
not seen. Itis that by which we receive the atonement, and lay hold 
on the hope set before us. 

In Gal. v: 5, 6, Paul gives us to see what sort of faith he means, 
where he treats of it as connected with justification. ‘ We,” says he, 
“ thro’ the Spirit, wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. For in 
Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, 
but faith which worketh by love.” It is, then, according to the teaching 
of Pau! himself, the faith which worketh by love, and this only that 
availeth any thing. To understand fully his statement in the passage 
under consideration, (Rom. ili: 28) we must commence with the 23d 
verse, in which he says, “ For all have sinned ;” all have transgressed 
the law, the rule of duty, (whatever that rule may have been,) under 
which they were placed. None, therefore, can plead the deeds of the 
law, or their works, as the ground of their justification. ‘“ For all have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of Glod ;”’ and if any are justified, 
they must be ‘justified freely by his grace, through the re:lemption that 
is in Christ Jesus, whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation, through 
faith in bis blood ;”—that is, most clearly, through such a faith as relies, 
not on their own merit, but solely on divine grace, through Christ and 
him crucified; and, at the same time, worketh by love. ‘ Where is 
boasting, then? It is excluded. By what law (or principle?) Of 
works? Nay, but by the law of faith. Wherefore we conclude, that a 
man is justified by faith, without the deeds of the law.” As much as to 
say, Therefore we conclude, that without, or independently of the 
deeds of the law, (that is, gratuitously, or through grace,) a man is jus- 
tified ; it being understood, as a matter of course, that the faith spoken 
of, is that which looks to the blood of Christ, and ‘ worketh by love.” 

Now, let us turn to the Apostle James. Soon after the crucifixion of 
our Lord, this Apostle, it is probable, had a leading part in the care of 
the Church at Jerusalem. From the year 34, till his martyrdom, in the 
year 92, his influence over the Christian Church was extensive and sal- 
utary. At the time when he wrote the Epistle which bears his name, 
and, especially that part of it to which the present discussion relates, he 
had in view the deluded professors of religion who substitute a mere 
profession of faith, a form of godliness, for its reality and power, and 
thus wrest the Scripture to their own destruction. This will be manifest 
if we consult the whole paragraph. “ What doth it profit, my brethren, 
though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? Can faith save him? 
If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, and one of 
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you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled, notwith- 
standing ye give them not those things which are needful to the body, 
what doth it profit?) Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being 
alone. Yea, aman may say, Thou hast faith and I have works. Show 
me thy faith without thy works, and I will show thee my faith by my 
works. Thou believest there is one God ; thou doest well; the devils 
also believe and tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith 
without works is dead? Was not Abraham our father, justified by 
works, when he had offered up Isaac his son, upon the altar? Seest 
thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made 
perfect? And the Scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham be- 
lieved God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness ; and he was 
called the friend of God. Ye see, then, how that by works {as when 
Abraham’s faith wrought with his works) a man is justified, and not by 
faith only (that is, by a mere unproductive dead faith, that yields no 
fruit of righteousness ;) for as the body without the spirit is dead, so 
faith without works is dead also,” 

lt must now be manifest that Paul speaks of that genuine faith which 
‘‘worketh by love ;” James, of a merely speculative faith, or a spuri- 
ous one that is dead. Paul speaks of deeds of the law, or works, viewed 
as claiming justification on the ground of perfection and merit, James 
speaks of works, viewed as the fruit of a living faith, and as the evi- 
dence of character. In a word, Paul addresses a lesson to such as rely 
on their own merit, for salvation; James, to such as rely on faith that 
does not prompt to a holy life, but turns the grace of God into lascivi- 
ousness. 

As, therefore, the words faith and works are used by one Apostle in 
a different sense from that in which they are by the other, there is, clear- 
ly, no contradiction in the statements. Both Paul and James commend 
and enforce that faith which works by love. From their statements it is 
evident that a spurious or dead faith is an index of spiritual death ; that, 
however high and fair its pretensions may be, it is adapted only to de- 
coy, to captivate the unwary, and lead them on to endless ruin; that 
genuine faith looks humbly and gratefully to the Lamb of God; that it 
works by love; that it is productive of good fruits; that it has a 
Jodgment in the heart, and influences it to regard nothing which comes 
in competition with the decisions and commands of God. These state- 
ments, rightly understood, concur with the whole current of Scripture, 
and teach us most impressively, that it is no light thing to be a true 
believer in Jesus Christ; that its value can be estimated only in view of 
its eternal consequences. 

Here the solemn interrogation naturally addresses itself to every con- 
science, Is my faith that which ** worketh by love?” Dues it produce 
the proper effect in my heart and my life? Will it bear the scrutiny of 
an omniscient God? Fair professions and speculative theology are, in 
these decisions, of no importance, ‘ Wherefore, let him that thinketh 


he standeth, take heed lest he fall.” 


——-aa— 
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BISHOP DE LANUEY’S ADDRESS TO THE CONVENTION, 1842. 


Extracts from it. 


IT take this occasion to express the opinion that some changes are ne- 
cessary in the Board of Missions of the Church, in order to secure for 
it that united and harmonious support which so important and influentiat 
an institution of the Church should receive. With a view to allay what 
I believed to bea feeling of increasing distrust and dissatisfaction with 
this institution, which though it may not assume the form of open oppo- 
sition is likely to engeuder what would be more fatal—indifference to 
it,—I have been the advocate in the Board of changes in its action and 
Organization: urging in regard to the former, increased efficiency, 
economy, and concentration, and in regard to the latter, the adoption of 
a simpler machinery, and of some plain principles calculated to infuse a 
more Church-like character into the Constitution, and to remedy some 
of its obvious defects. 

In regard to action, I have urged the concentration of the energies and 
liberality of our Church upon Africa and Texas as the foreign field, and 
upon the Western States and Territories as the Domestic scene of la- 
bors ; believing that in this portion of the great field, there is both ample 
room and imperative demand for all that our Church can do for years to 
come; and from the conviction, also, that however strong may be the 
elaims of other lands, those of the suffering Dioceses and Territories of 
the West, of nascent Texas, and of idolatrous and sunken Africa, to 
which we owe so much in the way of moral restitution, may be urged 
upon the sober and true hearted piety of the Church, without exciting 
that opposition to foreign missionary labors which is easily stirred in a 
country so new as ours, and in a Church itself so weak and so full of 
spiritual wants as our own. I have urged also that abler and more ex- 
perienced men should be sent into both fields, and that they should be 
better paid, believing that this would increase the efficiency, though it 
might diminish the number of our Missionaries. 

I have advocated also more economy in the administration of the con- 
cerns of the Board, under the belief that when the Church calls upon 
the infant anc struggling congregations of the country to aid in the great 
cause, she is bound, whatever be the course taken by other institutions, 
to adopt the most rigid economy in the administration of the business 
part of her agency in this matter. 

But the defects in the action of the Board sink into insignificance be- 
fore the defects in its organization. The most obvious of these are : 

1. That the Church at large is not equitably represented in the Board. 

The Board consists of four classes of members, viz. : 


i. The Bishops, ex-officio, : - - - 20 
ii. The patrons of the former Society and the Secretary of the 
Board, - Re ~ - - - - 45 
iii. The Secretaries and the members of the two Committees, 
ex-officio, ~ . - - - - 18 
iv, Thirty members elected by the General Convention, - 30 


Of these 113 members, 33 belong to the Diocese, and three contigu- 
ous Dioceses, (New-York, New-Jersey, and Pennsylvania,) have 56 
representatives in the Board, while some Dioceses have but one, and 











} 
4 
Ph 
- 
ae, 
hee 2 
ta? 
a 


ak; ean 


es 
— oe = 
Senmaatecea — 


> 
> 


Hl 


ay) 


| 


+! 








248 Exiracts from Bishop De Lancey’s Address. | Nov. 


some none, The average attendance of members at the meetings of 
the Board of Missions is about 35, since the organization of the pre- 
sent Constitution in 1835. If the Diocese of New-York, with 197 
Clergy, and contributing $22,000 the last year to the funds of the insti- 
tution, may be admitted to be fairly represented by having thirty-three 
representatives in the Board of Missions; can the same thing be said of 
New-Jersey, which with 42 Clergy, and contributing $491, has nine 
representatives, while Connecticut with 91 Clergy and contributing 
$2,200 has but seven, and Virginia with 94 Clergy and contributing 
$4,150 has but three? Is the Church fairly represented by such a sys- 
tem, and especially as no provision in the Constitution enables the Board 
to take the vote by orders or by Dioceses, and thus counteract the over- 


_wheiming influence of numbers! That some remedy should be pro- 


vided for such a defect, seems to me a plain dictate of propriety and 
equity. 

The Secretaries and members of the Executive Committees are ex- 
officio members of the Board, with the right to speak and vote upon the 
approval of theirown acts. That they should be permitted to attend 
the meetings of the Board and to speak may advantageously be alluw- 
ed; but to give them a right to vote is against the analogy of all the in- 
stitutions of the kind. As well might the faculty of the General Theo- 
logical Seminary be admitted toa seat in the Board of Trustees ; or the 
faculties in our Colleges be allowed, a similar privilege; or the officers 
and clerks in the Bauks be admitted to a seat and vote with the Board 
of Directors. And when it is remembered that the Executive Commit- 
tee fill up all vacancies in their number, subject merely to approval by 
the Board, it must, I think, be obvious that in urging a change on this 
point, 1 am but urging what common sense and common practice dic- 
tate. 

3. Another defect is, that it contains no provision by which the rights 
and feelings of the Bishops in those Dioceses wherein the Missionaries 
of the Board labor, are secured against an extraneous influence and in- 
terference on the part of the Secretaries of the Board in their corres- 
pondence with the Missionaries. Loud complaints have been made on 
this point. By a recent resolution of the Board, its action in this re- 
spect has been changed. But without a constitutional provision against 
such interference there can be no security against its recurrence, as a 
future Board may revoke the resolution of the present. 

4. Buta still more serious objection occurs to the present organiza- 
tion, arising out of the relation to it which the Bishops of the Church 
are compelled to hold. In the General Theological Seminary, the Bish- 
ops may at any time demand in the Board a vote by orders, in which 
case a concurrence is necessary; and are thus secured against being 
committed to any measure or opinion, by the force of the vote of a ma- 
jority. 

In the General Convention, a concurrence of the two houses is neces- 
sary in all proceedings and laws which affect the whole Church. 

But, strange to say, in the Constitation of the Board of Missions, that 
institution which is interwoven with the character of the Church more 
than any other ; that institution which holds in its hands the great work 
of propagating the Gospel and the Church of Christ throughout the 








1842. | Extracts from Bishop De Lancey’s Address. 249 


land and throughout the world ; that institutton which challenges the 
love and liberality of every member of the household of faith: that in- 
stitution is modelled on the congregational platform of placing layman, 
deacon, priest, and Bishop on the arena of debate; where the. most 
skilful, bold, zealous, and fluent, will predominate, and where the opin- 
ion of the presiding Bishop of the Church has no more practical weight, 
when questions are brought to a Vote, than that of the youngest deacon 
or youngest layman, that may happen to be voted into either Committee 
to fill a vacancy within a week before the meeting of the Boord. The 
members of the House of Bishops; as a body, are as little disposed as 
qualified to carry on debates in a popular assembly, and yet, unless they 
will consent to the exposition and trials of such e scene, they must con- 
sent to lose the weight of their sentiments in the Board, or to seek peace 
by surrendering the conduct of the institution to whomsoever will un- 
dertake to lead it. This defect would be the less to be deplored, were ~ 
it not the fact that the Church at large is held responsible more or less 
for the proceedings of the Board, who are regarded as the Church’s 
agents. As that Board is now constituted, the whole House of Bishops, 
if present, could not prevent the majority from adopting auy principle, 
opinion, or mode of action, however incompatible it might be with the 
doctrines and usages of the Church. 

It is no answer to say that this isan extravagant supposition. It was 
an extravagant supposition that any one General Convention should 
abandon or modify the 39 Articles, but the Convention deemed it wise 
to supply in 1811 the omission of 1789, by inserting a clause into the 
Constitution to secure the Church againt such a step. | 

There may be other modifications of the Constitution necessary or 
expedient. I am not wedded to the prevalence of my own opinions in 
this matter, except so faras they accord with the unchangeable princi- 
ples of the Church. : 

In my judgment, the having two Secretaries, two Treasurers, and 
two Committees, one for Foreign and the other for Domestic Missions, 
besides encumbering the machinery of the Society and destroying its 
unity, tends to nerpetuate the influence of party division, and to rivet 
upon the minds of the members of the Church the distinction in Mis- 
sions between Foreign and Domestic, which the very avowal of the 
principle “the field is the world” was designed to counteracts 

I have deemed it my duty to present these views to you, my brethren, 
because the advocacy of them in the Board has subjected me, to not a 
little misrepreseutation and odium, and I wish to put on record the gen- 
eral views which I entertain and have urged on this subject. 

While it is our duty both as Christians and Churchmen to submit to 
what the constituted authorities of the Church may determine, and to 
uphold her institutions, the ebligation is no less strong upon us to labor 
in every legitimate way to remedy any defects in the agencies which she 
establishes to promote her benign objects, and thus to secure for her great 
and beneficent undertakings the warm affection and expanded liberality 
of all her members. For the consideration of such changes as have 
been suggested, we must await the action of the next General Conven- 
tion. The Board itself is adverse to entertaining the subject of any 
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change in its organization. In the decision of the General Convention 
on these points fairly had, the whole Church will confide, and no por- 
tion of the Church more readily than the Diocese of Western New- 
York. * * The Church in this Diocese, I am happy to state, con- 
tinues to hold herself free from entangling alliances with the exciting 
movements of the day, pursuing her path of duty in turning men to 
righteousness under the guidance of the wise provisions of the Gospel 
and Church of Christ, adapted as they are not to this age or that, but to 
all ages ;—not to one or two points of moral reformation, but to all ;— 
not to making men better citizens only, but to rendering them fellow- 
citizens with the saints, and of the household of God,—to raising them 
feom the death of sin to the life of righteousness. It will continue to 
require firmness and patience onthe part of the Clergy, —the wisdom of 
the serpent with the harmlessness of the dove,—in thus standing by the 
great landmarks of Gospel duty and obligations in this matter, and in 
maintaining the superior wisdom of Divine appointment for the refor- 
mation of men. And let us cherish the faith that strength will be im- 
parted in times to come as it has been in times past for these emergen- 


cies. 
_ se 
EXTEMPORE PRAYER. 


Canon XIV., of 1832.—‘*1 know a clergyman of our Church, Mr. 
Editor, who thinks it expedient sometimes to make an extempore prayer 
after the sermon. What do youthink of sucha man? What construc- 
tion do you suppose he puts upon the Canon? He wishes to let the 
dissenters know that a Church clergyman can pray without a book. If 
you can make it convenient, | would be glad if you would express your 
views with reference to the matter through the Banner.” 

The above is an extract froma letter we have lately received from a 
faithful and conscientious young clerical brather. We do not wonder 
that he should be surprised and grieved at the conduct of which he 
speaks. But few of our clergy are thus ambitious to display their “ gzft,” 
and we have heard but one semblance of excuse for the practice—a 
quibble upon the lefter of the 45th Canon, that “ defore all sermons and 
lectures, and on all other occasions. of public worship,” the Book of 
Common Prayer alone shall be used; as if they were at liberty, after 
the sermon or lecture, to make an extempore prayer. To say nothing 
of the obvious spirit of this Canon, it is impossible to reconcile such 
prayers as Our correspondent alludes to with the plain language of its 
succeeding clause, which sufficiently shows that its purpose was to ex- 
clnde al] but prescribed forms ;—" And in performing said service, no 
other prayer shall be used than those prescribed by the said book.” It is 

nerally conceded that no man better understands the canon-laws of the 
Charch than the Rev. Dr. Hawks, who in his late work thus speaks of 
the 45th Canon :—“ If the use of such a form [prescript] be desirable, 
(and the Church has here declared that it is,) it is evidently as much so 
after the sermon as before.” —Banner of the Cross. 


— &e— 

















Poetry. 


ad " 
POETRY. 


From the Utica Gospel Messenger. 
THE CHURCH. 


It is a noble ritual 
That our good Church has kept, 
For careful eyes have guarded it, 
Ner hath her watchmen slept ; 
And well it is to own its worth, 
And feel a holy thrill, 
When her old chants and litanies 
Her aisles and arches fill. 


But can a right good Christian man 
Dispute her higher claim 

To that good title she hath kept, 
Through glory and through shame? 

Or think that her decrees are void,— 
Her office nothing worth; 

Or that her ranks no more include 
The faithful of the earth ? 


The Church of Christ is Catholic, 
She bears no other name; 
It was her title long ago, 
And still she hath the same; 
So they that come within her fold, 
And would her children be, 
Must keep the faith that Christ hath taught, 
In all sincerity, 


For she hath witnessed to that faith, 
And kept its doctrines pure ; 

And taught us that the truth alone, 
Can make our ceiling sure,— 

The truth those old Apostles wrote, 
And holy fathers gave, 

. Who for its sake endured the cross, 

The faggot, and the grave, 


She hath no stain of heresy 
Upon her spotless hands 
But keepeth, with a single heart, 
Her Master's high commands, 
His Gospel is her only rule; 
She knows no other creed ; 
And where the fruits of faith are found, 
‘Tis she hath sown the seed. 


O! never hath the Church denied 
Her blessing and her care, : 
To those young lambs whom Christ himaelf 
Upon his bosom bare ; 
She,takes young children te her args, 
And with a holy sign, 
* She seals them soldiers of the cross 
In characters divine. 


And never yet hath she refused 

A due respect to pay _ 
To them that come ordain’d from Christ, 
“ Unbroken in array.” 
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Though ages have rolled on sipce he 
Ascended uponhigh,  s_—€ 

She sneers not at its messengers, 
Nor lets their office die, 


ae a ee 


a Nor yet,—O stranger thing to tell !— 
et | Hath she denied her Lord, 
Nor deem’d it right to contradict 
q _ The Scripture’s plainest word,— 
And so, in her humility 
| 1 Would have her sons to bow 
at | Whene’er his holy name is named 
f Whose seal is on their brow. 


In these, the Church hath held the truth,— 


7} Our mother undefiled ; 

iy ; And piialy hath she proved it so 
1 To me, her humble child ; 
1d And so I am full well content 
f To sit me at her feet, 
in And learn of her such Gospel truth 
itd As she esteemeth meet. — 
Na She tells me that my Saviour Christ 
iy Right earnestly did pray, 


That one his chosen flock might be 
nef Till his appointed day ; 
ie And that it is no slight offence, 

4! To disregard his prayer,— 
ap To break the union, of the Church, 
i And plant dissension there. 


Aud when I hear a Christian man 
at Deny her right divine, 
ya And say our faith bath other homes, 
Or any purer shrine, 
it It is but just that I should ask, 
if If haply he may tell, 
i Where is that other boasted Church 
' Hath kept the faith so well? 


And Christian duty doth require,— 
As all her children learn,— 
hat our dear mother’s holy love 
Should meet with some return ; 

So when an alien from her fold — 
Essays her faults to teach, 

Her humblest sons may plead for her 

; With simpleness of speech. ; 





ED oa 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Missionary Lecture at St. Stephen’s Chapel.—That for October was 
delivered by the Rector of Grace Church, Sullivan’s Island, (Rev. C. 
P. Elliott,) and the collection was $11. 


City Thanksgiving Day, Oct. 20.—There was divine service in all 
pur city Churches, in the morning—and in the afternoon, as has been 
the practice for several years, ‘there was at St. Paul’s Church after 
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“ Evening Prayer” by the Assistant Minister of St. Pauls, an address 
to the children of our city Churches by the Assistant Minister of St. Mi- 
chael’s, on the subject of Missions, and for that cause was collected 
$27. It was appropriated to the aid of the “ Charleston Domestic 
Female Missionary Society.” 


St. John’s Church at Winnsborough, Fairfield District.—It is 50 by 
30 feet, and has a gallery at the East end which wiii accommodate some 
of the colored people. A gallery all round to afford more seats for 
servants would be an important addition. It was duly consecrated on 
Wednesday, the 27th September. The “Sentence of Consecration” 
contains the chief particulars relating to this new Church and flock, and 
is as follows :— 

Whereas, the “‘ Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement 
of Christianity in South-Carolina,” many years ago instituted a Mission 
in Fairfield District, in consequence of which, and of the occasional 
ministrations of several of our Clergy, a subscription paper for the 
erection of a Church was circulated, and not without a measure of suc- 
cess. 

And whereas, more recently, encouraged by the circumstances, that 
several families of our communion had removed their residence, for the 
whole or a part of the year, to the said District, and that many of our 
youthful members were sent to this town to participate in the advan- 
tages for education afforded by the Mount Zion institution ; and recog- 
nizing the obligation, while mindful of all men, ‘ especially to do good 
unto them who are of the household of faith,” the said Society has had 
successively in their employment, in this District two Missionaries, the 
Rev. C. Wallace, and the Rev. J. Obear. 

And whereas, under the blessing of God on the faithful and valuable 
services of these Ministers, a congregation of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church has been duly organized, who, with the assistance of several 
liberally disposed persons have erected, on a lot of land kindly given 
to them for the good purpose by David R. Evans, Esq., the neat, con- 
venient, and in many respects well arranged building, in which we are 
now assembled. . a 

And whereas, the Minister, Vestry and Wardens of the congregation 
have made application to me to consecrate the said building ‘‘ according 
to the order of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of 
America, as established by the Bishops, Clergy and Laity of said Church 
in Generai Convention, which solemn act of Consecration has been done 
atthis time, by me, the Rev. M. H. Lance, P. J. Shand, J. Obear, F. 
P. Lee, and R. Henry, D. D., assisting. 

Now therefore be it known, &c. &c., S$. Dubose, Sen. and C. Clarke, 
are the Wardens; and E. G. Palmer, T. Dubose, and D. Gallard, the 
Vestrymen of this Church. 

The “Morning Prayer’ was read by the Rev. M. H. Lance, the 
Lessons by the Rev. Dr. Henry—the “Sentence of Consecration” by 
the Rev. P. J. Shand, and the Sermon by the Rev. F. P. Lee. 


Camden.—The Rev. F. P. Lee, late Rector of St. John’s Church 
Tallahassee, has been transferred to the Diocese of South-Carolina, and 
become the Rector of Grace Church in Camden. “ 
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Trinity Church, Abbeville—A congregation under this title was or- 
ganized on the 16th of October, and have taken measures for providing 
themselves, as soon as circumstances permit, with ‘a house for prayer 
and holy instruction.” In this laudable undertaking, we trust, and do 
not doubt, that this flock, as yet small, and with limited resources, will be 
aided by their brethren in different parts of the Diocese. The good 
work was commenced under the encouragement of the Missionary of 
the “ Society for the Advancement of Christianity,”’ (the Rev. E. Phil- 
tips, Rector of St. Thomas,) who has this summer been labouring, and 
not without a measure of success, at Aiken, Hamburg, and in Abbeville 
District. 4 

The Vestrymen elected are Messrs, Thomas Parker, T. W. Thomas, 
and the Warden, Thomas Jackson. The Holy Supper was administer- 
ed to this little flock, and baptism to several children. 

A correspondent writes :—“ This movement is perhaps premature, 
but upon mature consideration, we thought it best no longer to delay it, 
looking to God for a blessing upon our endeavors. Perhaps the Minis- 
ter of some Country Parish Church which is closed during the summer, 
could be induced to be with us a part or the whole of that time.” 


Rail-Road and the Lord’s day—To the claims, not of piety only, 
but even of common humanity, referred to in the following article from 
the ‘‘ Charleston Observer,” whose heart does not respond? Will the 
Christian members of the rail-road corporation contenue to consent that 
the authority of their example shall be brought to bear against the 
“ Sabbatical institution’”’—that ¢heer servants should not ‘‘ remember the 
Sabbath day to keep it holy”—and that their money should be spent in 
desecrating their Lord’s ordinance, in disobedience to their Lord’s ex- 
plicit commandment? They are under no obligation to carry the mail, 
at least when the present contract is ended. And in the mean time, why 
carry passengers—why move the freight cars indiscriminately every 
day? Can it be surprising that the carporation is not prosperous? May 
not providential visitations be reasonably feared by those who habitually 
break God’s law—his explicit injunction, his great law to honor him, 
and to be merciful to the poor—the operatives are poor, and they are 
tempted to do wrong. Lut we pass to our quotation : 

* It is hard work for the Conductors, Engineers, Firemen, and other 
attendants on our Rail-Road Cars, to be compelled, year in and year 
out, to pursue without ceasing their daily avocations. Having been 
twice a week upon the Road, for the last four months, we have had an 
opportunity of hearing remarks on the subject from some of the individ- 
uals to whom allusion has been made. And these remarks have some- 
times awakened sympathy for their condition ; and sometimes we have 
stood aghast at the awful imprecations which have been invoked upon 
the heads of those who compelled them thus to labor with no regard to 
the Sabbath. And who compels them? They that are free plead the ne- 
cessity of providing for themselves and their families. If they lose 
their place on the Road, they have no other prospect of support. It is 
otherwise with slaves. But who has presented this alternative, requir- 
ing them to work on the Road, or lose their place ? Is it the Company ? 
Or the Directors, who act in'the name of and for the Company? If 
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there be Christian Stockholders in the Road they are bound to let their 
voice be heard, and bear their testimony against this public desecration 
of the Sabbath, when no necessity demands it. 

On one occasion there was great rejoicing among the laborers on thé 
Cars, at the prospect of being arrested aud imprisoned for violating the 
Sabbath—as such a threat was held out by a Magistrate in the District 
of Orangeburg. If arrested and imprisoned, they said, we shall have a 
day’s rest, and the Company will have to incur the expense, should an 
expense attend the suit. As the meeting of the Stockholders will take 
place the next month, we would ask, whether there be none that will 
make a decided movement to prevent, if possible, the continuance of 
this evil. There cannot be pleaded in behalf of the present custom, the 
pitiful argument of profit. ‘There is no profit at all, but a loss. All 
the business that is done on the Road, at any season of the year, can be 
done in six days in the week, as well as in seven, and allow the Sab- 
bath as a day of.rest.” 


Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church.—-The “ Spirit of Missions” for October, contains the ‘* Annual 
Sermon” —interesting editorial remarks—letters of Rev. Dr. Boone, 
and Rev. Mr. Southgate—particulars ae to the Mission at Athens—ad- 
dress of the Foreign Committee, &c. The Editor well enforces the 
obligation to pray for Missions, and suggests, a monthly discourse om 
Missions (we have long had one in this city) in each congregation—he 
writes “we will suppose, for example, that the first Sunday afternoow 
or evening of each month, the warm season excepted, were devoted to 
this purpose in all the Churches of the land, would not the cause of 
missions receive an impulse— would any ciher good cause receive any 
detriment from sucha course? The morning of those days is usually 
devoted to the commemoration of our Lord’s death and sacrifice. When 
ise the heart in better frame to regard with sympathy the wants of a 
world, than when the eye has been uplifted to Calvary, and then, suffus- 
ed with emotién, had a vision of the valley of dry boues?” The For- 
eign Committee “ design one year hence to add two Missionaries” to the 
Mespotamian Mission. The amount reported is for Domestic Missions 
$1,123—from South-Carolina $373; for Foreign $606—from South- 
Carolina $244. . 

There is a mistake as to the contribution from St. Philip’s Church— 
it is stated to have been $50—it was $146 124. 

P.E. SOCIETY FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF CHRISTIANITY IN SOUTH-CAROLINA. 

The Treasurer reports Mrs. Robert Hort, as a new Annual Member, paid $9. 





SS 
CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER 1842. 

1. Ali Saints. 20.-26th Sunday after Trinity. On this» 
6. Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Trinity. day the Collect, Epistle and Gospel,: 
13. 25th Sunday after Trinity. On this for the 25th Sunday after Trinity are 

day the Collect, Epistle and Gospel, to be used. 

for one of the Sundays after Epiph- | 27. Advent Sunday. 

any are to be used.* | 30. St. Andrew, the Apostle. 





* That for the 6th would be the most appropriate. 
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Certificate of Baptism —A Clergyman of this Diocese, (we understood 
some time since) has deemed it useful to give those whom he baptized a 


testimonial of their high privilege, and a remembrancer of their solemn 
vows in such a formas the following:---He and others cannot but 


be pleased with this very full, and instructive, and monitory form :--- 


CERTIFICATE OF BAPTISM. 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, 
in the year of our redemption, 





, Baptized 
Church, Diocese 











,——, Rector. 


CHRISTIAN REMEMBER THAT THOU HAST 
A God to glorify. 1 Cor. vi, 20. 
A Saviour to believe in and imitate. Acts xvi, 31. 1 Pet. ii, 21. 
A body to mortify through the Spirit. Rom. viii, 13. 
i A soul to save: Phil. ii, 12, 138. 
The Scriptures to search and meditate upon. John vy, 39. Ps. i, 2. Josh. i, 7, 8. 
Deut. xi, 18—21. 
Repentance to seek and perform. Acts v, 31. Luke xiii, 3. 
Passions to subdue. 2 Cor. x, 5. Eph. iv, 31, 32. 
Sins to weep over and forsake. Zech. xii, 10. Luke vii, 38. Prov. xxviii, 13. 
Mest. xxvi, 75. 
Graces and virtues to implore by earnest prayer. Phil. iv, 6. Mark xi, 24. 
James i, 5, 6: iv, 2, 3. 
, The old man to put off and destroy. Eph. iv, 22. Rom. vi, 6. 
The new man to put on and tonourish. Eph iv, 23-25. 1 Pet. ii,2. 2 Pet. i, 5-11. 
Mercies and deliverances to be thankful for. Ps. lvi, 12,13. Ps. ciii, 1-5. 
Ps exvi, 12-14. 
Works of charity to perform. Matt. xxv, 35-40. Gal. vi, 10. 
A neighbour to edify. Rom. xv, 2. Eph. iv. 29, 
A world to fear and yet to uer. 2 Cor. vi. 17. 1 John vy, 4. 
Devils to combat. Eph. vi. 12. 1 Pet. v, 8, 9. 
A hell to avoid. Matt, iii,7. Mark ix, 43—48. 
A paradise to gain. Rev. ii, 7, 10 :—xxii, 1—5, 
Time to husband. Eph, v, 16. 1 Cor. vii, 29—31. 
An eternity to meditate on. Col. iii, 2. 2 Cor. iv, 18. 
To prepare for death, Luke xii, 20. 2 Tim. iv, 6, 7. 
And to watch for the day of judgment: Mark. xiii, 32,37. 2 Cor. v, 10. 
And all these must be met and performed not in thine own strength, which is perfect * 
weakness. % Cor. xii; 10. Phil. iv, 13. Butinthe 


GRACE OF CHRIST; 
To BE SOUGHT BY FAITH WITHIN THE CHURCH, HIS BODY. 
Acts ii, 47. Eph. i, 22, 23: ii, 19—-22: iv, 46. John xv, 4,5. 1 Tim. iii, 15. 


Through His appointed means, 


The Sacraments; 
Of Baptism. Mark xvi, 15, 16. Matth. xxviii, 19. Tit. iii, 5,6. 1 Cor. xii, 
13. Rom. vi, 4. John iii, 5. 
The Lord’s Supper. John vi, 53, 54. 1 Cor. xi, 23—26. Acts ii, 42. 
And other Ordinances. Acts ii, 42. 2 Thess ii, 13—15. John iv, 14. John iii, 27. 
Acts i, 14. Romy xii, 12. Eph. vi, 18. Col. iv, 2. Heb. x, 25. Rom. x, 14, 15. 
_1 Cor. i, 18.21. 1 Cor. xiv, 3, 
Administered by his, 
Appointed stewards, the Clergy. 1Cor.iv, 1. 2 Cor. v,20. 1 Thess. vy, 12, 13. 
1. Pet. iv. 10. 
In apostolical succession. John iii, 27. Heb. v, 4. Num. xvi. Rom. x, 14, 15, 
Matt. xxviii, 20. John xx, 21, Eph. iv, 11, 12. Acts i, 21—26. Acts vi, 
1—6. 1 Tim. iy, 14. Tit. i, 5. 
And to be maintained in unity of Spirit. 2 Tim. i, 13. Heb. xiii, 9. Eph, iv, 4, 5. 
In'the bond of peace. 2 Cor. xiii, 11. Phil. iii. 16. Eph. iv, 1, 2, 3. 
In righteousness of life. 1 Tim. iii, 9. Micah vi, 8. Tit. ii,11, 12. 2 Tim. ii, 19. 


HoLDING THE MYSTERY OF THE FAITH IN A PURE CONSCIENCE, 

















MUSIC OF THE CHURCH, 


BY THE REVEREND DR. WAINWRIGHT; 


7th Edition, with a Supplement. 


JAS. A. SPARKS, 111 Nassau-street, New-York, will publish a new and improved 
edition of the above work, in which the Index and Reference Tables have been care- 
fully corrected. The Supplement will contain several valuable chants selected by a 
clergymen of the city of acknowledged taste, during a recent visit to england, together 
with Kyrie Eleisons, Trisagions and sanctus, Responses .o the Commandments, and 


Glorias, 
The work will be printed on stout white paper, and the appearance and durability o 


the book will be greatly improved. 
Orders received by A. E. MILLER. 
Sept. 1 
—_—_—_—_—_—__—_—_—_—_—_—_—_ a rr ee 
Church Societies in South-Carolina. 


1. Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity in South-Caro- 
lina—Treasurer, Thomas Gadsden, Esq., oilice No. 4 Holmes’ wharf; Library in 
Chalmers-st. Open every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, from 12 to 2 o'clock. 
Anuual subscription $5; Life subscription 50. 

2. Society for the Relief of the Widows and Orphans of the Clergy—Treasurer, Ed- 
ward Frost, Fisq. office No. 50 Broad-st. Annual subscription $10; subscription to 
the fund for the support of decayed Clergymen $5. 

3. Female Episcopal Bible, Prayer Book, and Tract Society—T'reasurer, Mrs. Isaac 
Ball, East Bay, corner of Vernon-st.; Librarian, Mrs. Thos. H. Deas, Society-st., near 
East Bay, by whom Bibles, Prayer Books, and Tracts, are delivered every Monday 
morning. Annual subscription $1; Life do. $10. Members entitled to one Bible or 


Prayer Book, or 500 pages of ‘Tracts annuually. 
4. Charleston Protestant Episcopal Domestic Female Missionary Society—Treasu 


rer, Mrs. Dehon. 











> A Lady whocan produce satisfactory testimonials of character and capability 
is desirous of obtaining a SITUATION in the country as Instructress, or to do the 
Needle-Work ofa family. Enquire of the Bishop of the Diocese. 


Sept. 1 





A TREATISE ON BAPTISM, 


By the late Rev. Alexander Hay, of Virginia; with letters commendatory from the 
Rt. Rev. Bishop Chase, and the Rev. Dr. Shelton, and a sketch of the life of the au- 


thor by the Rev. C. Dresser. 
As an unanswerable Treatise in favor of Infant Baptism, this work cannot fail to be 


read with profit by Presbyterians and Methodists as well as Churchmen. It is clear, 


concise, and convincing, and treats the subject in a kind and Christian spirit. 
For sale by A. E. MILLER, No. 25 Broad-street. 


April 2, 1842, 


LATEST AND NEW BOOKS RECEIVED. 


S. S. Liturgy, Alnomuc, or the Golden Rule, Country Parson, Temple and Country 
Parson, Life of Herbert, My Saviour, Old Ironsides, The Closet, Way to Escape 
Willy the Wanderer, Wreathes and Branclies, Young Ladies Guide. 


TRACTS FOR THE TIMES, No. 90. 
A. E. MILLER. 











For sale by 





BISHOP MEADE’S SERMON. 


Sermon delivered atthe Consecration of the Right Rev. Stephen Elliott, D. D., for 
the Diocese of Georgia—by the Right Rev. William Meade, D. D., Assistant Bishop of 
Virginia. With an Appendix on the Rule of Faith, in which the opinions of the Oxford 
Divines, and others agreeing with them on the subject of Tradition are considered, and 
some of the consequences thereof set forth. 

Just received and for sale by A. E. MILLER. 
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Receipts for the Gospel Messenger, for the following years: 


ial 4 Nd and ’42, 4 9056 1842, 

mt. brought forward receive 75 | Mrs. Margaret Bowen, 3 00 

Rev. Stephen Elliott, jr., 6 00 | Rev. Jaiain Cots. 3 00 
$270 75 





[> Subscribers will confer a favor by sending the amounts of their subscriptions to 
the publisher, as they will thus save him the commissions for collecting. 
i nnn DD 

BISHUP BUOWEN’S SERMONS, 


On CHRISTIAN DOCTRINES and DUTIES. In 2 vols. 8vo. Price $7 
bound, and $5 in musiin boards 





For sale by A. E. MILLER, No. 25 Broad-street. 
- Subscribers not yet supplied will call for their copies. 
ov. 1 





The Theological Library 
Of the Pro. Epis. Society for the Advancement of Christianity in South-Carolina, 
SITUATE IN CHALMERS-STREET, CHARLESTON, 
Will be open on Monday of every week, as well as on Wednesdays and Fridays, 


from 11 to 2 o'clock, 
Fhe Depository 


Kept by A. E, MILLER, No. 25 Broad-street, 
Js fully supplied with the publications of the General Protestant Episcopal Sunday 
School Union, for the use of Sunday Schools in this State. 


Sunday School Books, 


For Sale at the Deposiory. 











Single,jdoz.| 100 SUNDAY SCHOOL LIBRARY. 
Sunday School Numerical Register‘ 50 ¢ Complete in 63 vols. Price 12 60, 
Sunday School Minute Book, 49 — > 

do do General Class Book, 35 NEW LIBRARY BOOKS. 

do do  Teacher’s Roll Book, 33 | Agathos, and other Sunday Stories 

do do  Teacher’sClassBook, 8 A week in the New Year 
System of Instruction, 5 0 37; 3 00 Sketches and Stories for children 
Sunday School Book, No. 1, - 0 25; 175 |f The Holy Child Jesus 

do do do No.2, 3 0 25) 200 |{ The Boy who loved the Bible 

do do do No.3, 4 0 35} 275 jf Francis Lucas 

do do do No.4, 8 0 66} 5 50 Visit to Aunt Clement. 

Questions on these 4 Books 10 0 78} 6 50 
Harmony of the Creeds, , 2 0 24) 3 00 THE.-CHILDREN’S MAGAZINE, 
Catechism, No, 1, 3 025; 1% _ Terms—(Subscriptions to be paid 
do No, 2, broken into short ; ; 9 481" 3 00 in advance) 25 cents a year. 
Ques. and Ans. ——- 
do No. 3, enlarged by Bish. _ JUVENILE LIBRARY. 
Hobart, 12 1 32] 11 00 Five volumes, $1 00 
do Lloyd’s on theevidences — 
of the Bible, 5 1037) 400 THE 
do No. 4, (by Cumming,) 10.0 (0 75) «CG 00 JOURNAL 
Masast of Short Braver, ‘ 2 ~~ “ a or 
unday Schoo] Office of Devotion, y . 
ae do Psalms and Hymns, 10 F 96! 8 v0 RELIGIOUS: EDUCATION; 
Companion tothe Book of Com. Prayer, 12 1 20) 10 00 
Questionson do § do do = “ a x, = vonage AND SUNDAY 

do the Collects, Ss O V 
Scripture Instruction, 15 1 56} 13 00 Edited b L Ph . rER. 
Collects from Prayer Book, 5 0 37' 300 iG. Pues y + DENJAMIN 
Easy Questions for a little chil-1, 4 035) 275 - FETERs, and the Rev. Ben- 
Questions by Croes on the Gospel , gaMIN L. Haircut. Publish- 

of St. Matthew, 10 096; 800 ifed monthly by the General 
Questions on the Epistles and Protestant Ep} 

Gosples. Part 1 and 2. 6 0 50) 5 50 al piscopal Sunday- 
Bible Companion, bound, 2 vols. 31 ‘School Union. Subseri tion 
On St. Mathew’s Gospel, part Ist, 18 1 32 one dollar a year, (payable in 

Part 2d, 18 1 32 advance ) 

" Part 3d, ea Ist, Ls . = AE MILLER, Agent, 
n the Acts of the Apostles 8 . ’ 
Part 2d, _ Is 4132 Charleston, 8... 
Part 3d, 18 1 32 








